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1) HISTORY

For 16 years, the AL PLAN EVENTS organizing committee has prepared both ladies`and
men`s FIS European Cup ski races as well as several races for the FIS Snowboard World
Cup. Now, the International Ski Federation FIS and the Italian Winter Sports Federation
FISI  have  charged us  with  organizing  a  Ladies`Giant  Slalom World  Cup  race  for  the
second time. A dream continues. 

When the organizing committee was founded in 2001, the members realized that the
European Cup offered a unique opportunity to one day host a World Cup race. That is why
the president of the committee, Willi Kastlunger, and his colleagues decided to view the
European Cup as a “small World Cup” and to organize and plan this event accordingly.
Therefore,  the  overall  organization,  the  racetrack,  the
grandstands  and  the  framework  program  were  all  elaborately
designed and athletes as well  as coaches quickly grew fond of
these races. Year after year, the feedback was very positive and
this in turn motivated the organizing committee to become even
better. And one more thing that is special about Kronplatz is our
pioneer spirit  that had already played a role in developing the
mountain  as  a  skiing  destination  and  now  influenced  the
European Cup races.  The Al  Plan Events organizing committee
was ready whenever there was an opportunity to test and apply
new features. Be it  LED panels to design the start house, the
finish area and the video wall; organizing a slalom race with 4
runs or using then brand-new HD television cameras for the Snowboard Cross World Cup
shortly before the Torino Winter Olympics – mount Kronplatz and San Vigilio have always
been two great locations to try and test innovations. Besides, the Kronplatz European Cup
races have always played a special role in the media because they were broadcast on
Italian TV, either live or as a recording. From the beginning, the City Event has been
broadcast live on RAI Sport. 

Since 2001, San Vigilio/Kronplatz has hosted races for the FIS European Cup. Various
slopes were used, different events were organized and lots of champions were have won

races here, so the history of this venue is
rich  in  variety.  The  ERTA  slope  in  San
Vigilio  was  one  of  the  racetracks  used,
and over the years, men`s giant slalom
and slalom races were organized there; in
some  years  even  both  .  When  snow
conditions did not allow for races on the
Erta slope at the beginning of December,
the  “Pré  da  Peres  Race”  slope  at  the
close-by  Furkelpass  was  used  as  an
alternative.  For  several  years,  the
European Cup City Event has been carried
out  as  a  night  parallel  slalom  on  the
“Cianross”  slope at the outskirts  of  San
Vigilio. This slope is a bit shorter, but very

suitable for competitions of this kind. Over the course of the last 16 years, numerous
young athletes participated in the FIS European Cup races on the Kronplatz racetracks and
several  of  them have  become well-known  Ski  World  Cup  champions,  such  as  Marcel
Hirscher, Aksel  Lund Svindal,  Manfred Pranger,  Hannes Reichelt,  Kalle Palander,  Henrik
Kristoffersen or Marco Schwarz.



For many years, we have been waiting, we have established contacts and demonstrated
great commitment in the European Cup, and in spring 2016 our efforts were rewarded.
During the FIS International Ski Congress in Cancun (MEX), the skiing region of Kronplatz,
represented  by  the
organizing  committee
“Al  Plan  Events”  was
officially included in the
race  calendar  2016/17
as  host  of  the
Ladies`Giant  Slalom
World Cup race on the
24th of January 2017. It
has  been  a  great
success  with  up  to
15,000  spectators,
amazing weather and a
two-thirds  italian
podium with the winner
Federica  Brignone
leading  in  front  of  the
French  Tessa  Worley
and  her  Italian  team
mate  Marta  Bassino.
That's why FIS and FISI decided already at the FIS meeting in Slovenia, that Kronplatz
should again be in the World Cup calendar  2017-18 with the ladies'  GS on the ERTA
course. And also the FIS-congress in Greece in 2018 fixed the SkiWorldCup Kronplatz for
the race season 2018-19 with the GS scheduled on January 15th, 2019.

2) THE “ERTA” RACETRACK

The “ERTA” ski slope was built in 2003 on the opposite hill of the Kronplatz ski mountain,
in  the  small  skiing  area  “Piz  de  Plàies”.  Erich  Kastlunger,  a  ski  lift  pioneer,  took  the
initiative and after a long and difficult journey, this little gem was opened for our skiing
guests. From the beginning, we knew that the Erta slope was destined for greater things,
and so it repeatedly became the venue for exciting FIS Men`s European Cup races; either
for giant slalom races or for slalom races on a shortened track. Well-known athletes won
European Cup races on this racetrack, such as Marcel Hirscher (SL 2007), Kalle Palander
(GS 2010), Marcus Sandell (GS 2007), Florian Eisath (GS 2005) or Alexander Ploner (GS
2008).

The ERTA racetrack is a very peculiar and varied ski slope; it includes flat, moderately
steep, very steep and overhanging passages that will push ski racers to their limit. Mainly
key points such as “Spòna” (beginning of the steep slope), “Pàra dal Pèch” (steep slope)
and “Pàra Cèca” (overhanging slope) will take their toll on the racers and they are part of
the second half  of the racetrack. Furthermore, light conditions on the steep slope are
rather difficult; there will be both light and shadow at the same time which means less
visibility of the transitions and the gates.



The quality of the racetrack is underlined by some key figures of the ERTA slope, and the
numbers regarding inclination are especially impressive. The racetrack is 1,325 meters
long and covers an altitude of 405 meters. The average gradient is 32%, the minimum
gradient of 14% is measured shortly before the finish point, and the “Pàra dal Pèch” steep
slope features the maximum gradient of 61%. The racetrack starts at “Piz de Plàies” with
an altitude of 1,605 m and the finish area “Cianèis” is located 1,200 m ASL.



Some passages of the ERTA racetrack bear old Ladin names, and new toponyms were
given to the sections that were included when the new racetrack was built. These are the
names of the sections from start to finish and their topographic location. 



During the skiing season, the ERTA slope is open for the public. The section where Erta
diverts from the “Piz de Plaies” slope is classified as a “black” slope and belongs to the
“Black Five”, the most demanding slopes of the Kronplatz skiing area: Silvester, Herrnegg,
Pré da Peres Race, Piculin, ERTA. To access the ERTA slope, skiers can use a high-capacity
double circular ropeway, “Pedagà”/“Piz de Plaies”, which carries athletes as well as lift
employees and guests during the skiing season from the valley station to the top station
in only 4 minutes. 

3) “PRINCESS OF KRONPLATZ” AND PRIZE MONEY 2019

The Organizing Committee has decided, that the winner of the Audi FIS Ski World Cup
Kronplatz will be awarded a unique, gilded crown, specially manufactured by the artist
Carlo  Castlunger  and  provided  by  the  Al  Plan  Events  organizers.  This  alludes  to  the
Legends  of  the  Dolomites,  in  which  princess  Dolasila  was  crowned  at  the  summit  of
Kronplatz. 

The prize money amounts to 110,000 Euros that will be distributed as follows:

Rank Prize Money Rank Prize Money

1 41,500 Euros 16 1,150 Euros

2 18,000 Euros 17 1,100 Euros

3 9,000 Euros 18 1,050 Euros

4 6,500 Euros 19 1,000 Euros

5 4,500 Euros 20 950 Euros



6 3,500 Euros 21 900 Euros

7 2,700 Euros 22 850 Euros

8 2,200 Euros 23 800 Euros

9 1,800 Euros 24 750 Euros

10 1,650 Euros 25 700 Euros

11 1,500 Euros 26 650 Euros

12 1,400 Euros 27 600 Euros

13 1,300 Euros 28 550 Euros

14 1,250 Euros 29 500 Euros

15 1,200 Euros 30 450 Euros

4) THE KRONPLATZ HOLIDAY REGION

Kronplatz is a ski mountain with an altitude of 2,275 m and it represents the geographical
separation between the Val Pusteria/Pustertal valley (running from East to West) in the
North and the Marebbe valley (running from North to South) in the South. The mountain
has a round shape and three of its sides are open for skiing: the eastern slope towards
Valdaora, the northern slope towards Brunico and the southern slope towards San Vigilio.
Together, these three main villages form the ski lift consortium “Skirama Kronplatz”. Our
guests can choose from 31 state-of-the-art lifts and almost 120 km/75 miles of ski slopes.
Additionally, Kronplatz offers snow parks, kids`parks and numerous rustic ski huts directly
next to the slopes. For 42 years, the Kronplatz skiing region has been a member of the
world's largest ski pass association “Dolomiti Superski” and it also includes the ski areas
Speikboden and Klausberg, offering lifts and ski slopes in the Ahrntal valley of Taufers/Valli
di Tures e Aurina. The Kronplatz ski mountain also lends its name to the entire holiday
region,  which  includes  15  communities:  San  Martino  in  Badia,  Mareo,  San  Lorenzo,
Chienes-Casteldarne, Terento,  Falzes,  Brunico,  Gais,  Campo Tures,  Valle Aurina,  Perca,
Valdaora, Rasun-Anterselva, Tesido-Monguelfo, Val Casies. The name Kronplatz is derived
from the Ladin term Plan de Corones, meaning plateau of crowns. According to the Fanes
legends, princess Dolasila was crowned on the top of mount Kronplatz, and this marked
the beginning of the Fanes epic. 

The Kronplatz holiday region is also a popular tourism destination in the summertime, its
main attraction being the Dolomites in the Southern part of the region. They are one of
the UNESCO World Heritage sites, and its numerous valleys and mountain pastures are a
haven  for  hikers,  climbers  and  mountain  bikers.  In  recent  years,  Kronplatz  has  also

become  a  mecca  for  downhillers  and
freeriders because several  special mountain
bike downhill trails were built and bikers can
use lifts for their ascent. However, Kronplatz
is not only worth discovering because of its
sports  activities,  but  also  because  of  its
cultural  highlights.  The  MMM  Messner
Mountain Museum on the summit of the ski
mountain  is  certainly  one  of  the  most
interesting buildings that star architect Zaha
Hadid  has  designed  worldwide.
Mountaineering  legend  Reinhold  Messner
received  this  “shell”  from  the  Skirama



Kronplatz ski lift consortium and filled it with exhibits on the topic of “traditional alpinism”.
This museum is an attraction for thousands of tourists and locals, not only in winter, but
especially in the summertime. And since December 2018, the new international museum
of alpine photography LUMEN has joyned the attractions at the Kronplatz top with a high
level restaurant and a congress center. Apart from that, the region offers numerous other
leisure opportunities such as nature parks, high rope courses, museums, castles and much
more.

5) THE VENUES

The venue for the FIS European Cup races was officially listed as San Vigilio, whereas the
official venue of the Audi FIS World Cup Ladies`Giant Slalom is Kronplatz. This choice of
name is due to the fact that the entire Kronplatz ski area has taken up this challenge
together. That is also the reason why the events of the official program and the fringe
events will take place in different towns and villages. There are three main venues that
will  host  events  and  that  are  directly  connected  to  the  Kronplatz  ski  mountain  via
ropeway:

San Vigilio – St. Vigil (Ladin: Al Plan de Mareo)
This is the main village of the community of Marebbe and one of the most traditional
villages  around  Kronplatz  regarding  tourist  development.  For  more  than  120  years,
tourists from all over the world have spent their summer or winter holidays in this village
that counts 1,900 inhabitants today. San Vigilio is located on the southern slope of mount
Kronplatz at an altitude of 1,200 m ASL. The village`s official language is Ladin, just like
in  other  close-by  World  Cup  venues  such  as  Alta  Badia,  Val  Gardena  and  Cortina
d'Ampezzo.  San Vigilio  offers  around  5,000  hotel  beds  and  registers  around  600,000
overnight stays and 120,000 arrivals annually, approximately 60% thereof in the winter
and 40% in the summer. Between the two World Wars, San Vigilio already operated its
first bobsled lifts and drag lifts, making it one of the first villages that offered ski tourism
on mount Kronplatz. The local ski club was founded in 1946, and the San Vigilio ski school



was the first one in the Kronplatz region. This village was first mentioned in a document in
the year 1200 and is also the home town of Catarina Lanz, a girl who became a hero
during the Tyrolean fight for freedom against Napeoleon`s troops at the end of the 18 th

century. The baroque parish church Saint Vigilius was built in 1782 whereas the Gothic
steeple was already erected around 1512. San Vigilio is also famous for its numerous
athletes which participated in various World Cups and Olympic Games in their respective
disciplines. In 2009, the Dolomites were declared a UNESCO World Heritage site, and San
Vigilio is located directly next to the Fanes-Senes-Braies nature park, which also belongs
to the UNESCO area and is therefore a major attraction for mountain lovers in summer
and in winter. The Fanes and Senes region is also the main setting of the Fanes legends,
an epic from ancient times involving princesses, queens, wizards and dwarfs. Until  the
present day, it has shaped Ladin culture and can be considered one of the treasures of the
regional Ladin identity. 

Brunico – Bruneck
In 2006, this small medieval town in the Val Pusteria celebrated its 750th anniversary. It
was founded around 1256 by bishop Bruno of Bressanone, who gave the town its name.
Brunico is located at an altitude of 800 meters and nowadays it is the fifth largest town in
South Tyrol,  counting 16,109 inhabitants. One of its main features is  the old town,  a
pedestrian zone with numerous shops located at the bottom of the castle hill.  Brunico
castle houses the MMM Messner Mountain Museums “RIPA” on the subject of mountain
peoples. Brunico is an industrial town but also a tourist resort thanks to the ski lifts up to
mount Kronplatz  that start  in Riscone, a small  village belonging to Brunico. All  in all,
Brunico and its districts offer over 5,000 hotel beds. Sports also play an important role in
Brunico, which is home to one of Italy's most successful ice hockey clubs, the Val Pusteria
Wolves. In the summertime, major soccer clubs such as Inter Milan, A.S. Roma and A.C.
Milan regularly come to Brunico/Riscone to practice for the next championship. It is also
the home town of several successful former ski racers, for instance Michael “Much” Mair
and Lucia Recchia. Since Brunico is the main town of the Val Pusteria district, the local
hospital is also located there. It is responsible for the entire middle and lower Val Pusteria
including its side valleys.



Valdaora – Olang
The community  of  Valdaora  consists  of  the  districts  of  Valdaora di  Sotto,  Valdaora di
Mezzo, Valdaora di Sopra and Sorafurcia. It has 3,132 inhabitants and is located on and
next  to  the  eastern slope of  mount  Kronplatz.  Valdaora is  home to  one of  the  three
ropeway  companies  that  are  responsible  for  ski  tourism  on  Kronplatz.  Valdaora  is
considered the oldest village in the Kronplatz region, since it was already mentioned as
“Ôlaga”  in  the  tradition  book  of  the  Bressanone  prince-bishopric  in  985.  Valdaora  is
strategically located at the Val Pusteria state road, which is a major east-west connection,
and at the Val Pusteria railway. This railway line was built in 1871 and today it guarantees
mobility in the ski areas, for instance by offering combined railway-lift stations in Perca
and Versciaco. In 1966, the community of Valdaora started to develop Kronplatz as a ski
mountain and today the local stock company “Olanger Seilbahnen AG” operates 7 modern
lifts and numerous ski  slopes on the eastern flank of Kronplatz.  The three districts of
Valdaora  that  are  located  in  the  valley  are  a  popular  tourist  destination,  especially
Sorafurcia located close to the Furkelpass. In total, Valdaora offers 2,500 hotel beds and
counts almost half a million overnight stays annually. Skiing is the most important aspect
of  tourism  in  Valdaora,  but  for  many  years  the  community  has  been  considered  an
international center for luge sports. In 1971, the World Luge Championships (artificial
track) were carried out in Valdaora and later on, three European luge championships took
place there. Later on, the artificial track was closed and a natural luge track was opened,
where numerous world cup races and the  World Luge Natural Track Championships of
2000 took place.  For a long time, FIS Snowboard World Cup races were organized in
Valdaora and recently, the Red Bull Skicross race has been held there. Valdaora is the
home town of Peter Sigmair, a hero of the Tyrolean fight for freedom against Napoleonic
troops. Furthermore, several other well-known personalities were born there, such as TV
host Markus Lanz; Hansjörg Raffl, who won Olympic medals in artificial track luging in
both Albertville and Lillehammer; Konrad Kurt Ladstätter and Heinz Holzer, two former ski
racers of the Italian national team; as well as active ski racer Johanna Schnarf.



6) THE 2019 WORLD CUP PROGRAM

The AUDI FIS Ski World Cup Kronplatz on the 15th of January 2019 is beneath the Biathlon
World Cup the most important sports event of the year in the Kronplatz holiday region,
that  is  why  all  three  main  towns  around  mount  Kronplatz;  San  Vigilio,  Brunico  and
Valdaora, are involved in the official program and the accompanying events. The following
section describes all details of the 2019 program:

SATURDAY, 12th January 2019

 05.00 p.m.: SKI WORLD CUP OPENING PARTY - San Vigilio Sportcenter Mareo

 

SUNDAY, 13th January 2019

 08.30 p.m.: LIVE ACT WITH THE BAND "HERBERT PIXNER - ITALO 
CONNECTION" - San Vigilio

10.00 p.m.: OPENING FIREWORK - San Vigilio

 

MONDAY, 14th January 2019

 05.00 p.m.: ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAM - Brunico City center

06.00 p.m.: PUBLIC DRAW - Brunico City center

 

TUESDAY, 15th January 2019

 10.00 a.m.: 1. RUN LADIES' GIANT SLALOM - ERTA slope San Vigilio

Between the two runs entertainment program

1.00 p.m.: 2. RUN LADIES' GIANT SLALOM - ERTA slope San Vigilio



Followed by price giving ceremony

From 02.30 p.m.: APRÈS SKI WORLD CUP with LIVE BAND - San Vigilio

7) THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

The “Al Plan Events” organizing committee is responsible for both the European Cup City
Event and the Audi FIS Ski World Cup Kronplatz. The committee is composed of long-term
members as well as some newcomers organizing their first international event. 

Function Name
FIS Chief Race Director WC Ladies Atle Skardaal

FIS Technical Delegate Hannes Ziembinski

FIS  Race  Director  WC  Ladies  technical
events

Markus Mayr

FIS Technical Operations Manager WC Ladies Andreas Krönner

Chairman OC Al Plan Events Willi Kastlunger

Chief of race Klaus Kastlunger

Chief of course Daniele Clara

Race Office Manager Paul Pisching

Finish Area Coordinator Danny Kastlunger

Chief of Media Diego Clara

Accreditation Manager Raimund Promberger

Accommodation Manager Karl Runggaldier

Parking Sites Manager Guido Vittur

Marketing Manager Andrea Del Frari



8) LOGISTIC INFORMATION

The following section offers you information on the location and the contact details of the
most important offices as well as directions to get to the race in San Vigilio.

Media Center – Press lounge 
(San Vigilio, Strada Plan de Corones 26 – School Center)
Responsible: Mr. Diego Clara
Mobile: +39 339 7332607
E-Mail: press@skiworldcup-kronplatz.com
Time table: Monday 14th January 2019 from 09.00 am - 11.00 pm
                 Tuesday 15th January 2019 from 08.00 am - 09.00 pm

Accreditation Office
(San Vigilio, Strada Plan de Corones 38 – Sport Center Mareo)
Responsible: Mr. Raimund Promberger
Phone: +39 0471 501131
E-Mail: raimund@funivi.it
Time table:           Saturday 12th January 2019 from 03.00 pm-08.00 pm
                           Sunday 13th January 2019 from 08.00 am-08.00 pm
                           Monday 14th January 2019 from 08.00 am-08.00 pm
                           Tuesday 15th January 2019 from 07.00 am-01.00 pm

Race Office
(San Vigilio, Strada Plan de Corones 38 – Sport Center Mareo)
Responsible: Mr. Paul Pisching
Mobile: +39 329 4020741
E-Mail: info@skiworldcup-kronplatz.com
Time table:           Saturday 12th January 2019 from 03.00 pm-08.00 pm
                           Sunday 13th January 2019 from 08.00 am-08.00 pm
                           Monday 14th January 2019 from 08.00 am-08.00 pm
                           Tuesday 15th January 2019 from 07.00 am-06.00 pm

Accommodation
(San Vigilio, Strada Catarina Lanz 14 – Tourist Office San Vigilio)
Responsible: Mr. Carlo Runggaldier
Phone: +39 0474 501037
E-Mail: info@sanvigilio.com
Time Table:           Sunday 13th January 2019 from 10.00 am-08.00 pm
                           Monday 14th January 2019 from 08.00 am-08.00 pm
                           Tuesday 15th January 2019 from 08.00 am-07.00 pm     

How to reach us by car, train or bus:

Take the Brenner motorway A22 to the Bressanone/Brixen exit and continue on the Val
Pusteria road E66, heading east until you reach San Lorenzo. There you turn right, cross
the bridge and follow this road for approximately 10 km/6 miles. In Longega, take a left
and after another 4 km/2.5 miles you reach San Vigilio.

Coming from the East, you take the Val Pusteria road E66 and enter Italy near Prato alla
Drava/Winnebach. Continue on the Val Pusteria road until you reach San Lorenzo. Turn
left, cross the bridge and follow the road for approximately 10 km/6 miles. In Longega,
take a left and after another 4 km/2.5 miles you reach San Vigilio. 
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Press Contact
Diego Clara
press@skiworldcup-kronplatz.com
+39 339 7332607
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